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given for the purpose of helping and supporting
private judgment I should go to my friend,
not that he may tell me what to do, but that
he may help me to see what is right

Now, as we all know, there is a priesthood
whose influence is not to be made light of, even
in our own land, which claims to do two things :
to declare with infallible authority what is right
and what is wrong, and to take away the guilt
of the sinner after confession has been made to
it The second of these claims we shall come
back upon in connection with another part of
the subject But that claim is one which, as it
seems to me, ought to condemn the priesthood
making it in the eyes of every conscientious
man. We must take care to keep this question
to itself, and not to let it be confused with quite
different ones. The priesthood in question, as
we all know, has taught that as right which is
not right, and has condemned as wrong some
of the holiest duties of mankind. But this is
not what we are here concerned with. Let us
put an ideal case of a priesthood which, as a
matter of fact, taught a morality agreeing with
the healthy conscience of all men at a given
time; but which, nevertheless, taught this as
an infallible revelation. The tendency of such
teaching, if really accepted, would be to destroy
morality altogether, for it is of the very
essence of the moral sense that it is a common